Leakiness of brush-border vesicles.
From the water content of pelleted brush-border vesicles and from a comparison of the aqueous volume within the pellet that is available to [3H]inulin (58%), inulin [14C]carboxylic acid (34%, both approx. 5000 daltons), [3H]raffinose (97%, 540 daltons) and [3H]glucose (94%, 180 daltons) it is concluded that only 1 in 4 to 6 of the brush-border vesicles is sealed. The implication of this finding for labelling and transport studies and for vesicle formation is discussed.